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[Continuedfrom the National Intelligencer of December 3.]
RETURN TO TAOfc, NEW MEflOO.

No time was lost in collecting and ssiddKng the ani¬
mals, and our packs being reduced from eleven to three
they were soon loaded. Those whose saddles went down
with the canoe used their blankets instead, and at four
1 *, .

. we "tarted 10 return to New Mexico. The defeat
which we had sustained at the river, and the consequent
delay, caused some of the party to be in low spirits ; but
regrets were useless ; we determined to return soon again
and so well provided as to prevent a second failure We
now measure back. Day's travel eight miles. Distance
from Grand River eight miles.
June 80..-We were in our saddles at sunrise, for the

lightness of our baggage occasioned no waste of time in
packing. Ihose of the party who had lost their blankets
in the canoe passed a cold night under their saddle-cloths.
Our breakfast consisted of a few spoonsful of atole, (corn-

* mush,) washed down with coffee without sutzar :
and although our repast was tar from palatable, we found
it wholesome and filling, which latter property was to us

^importance. The mules had been much haras¬
sed by the various attempts made to drive them ncross
the river and by the mosquitoes and gad-flies; yet they
had picked up both flesh and spirit, and appeared happy
to be treading once more on dry land, where they were
not exposed to the momentary danger of sinking into a
mud-bole. We therefore travelled rapidly, and at <#.80 P.
M. reached the Na-wa-qua-sitch, (Sheep-Tail Creek!
Utah tongue,) forty-three miles from our last encawp-
ment- .i.1 W,HS bere that we had previously experienced
some difficulty in crossing, aud where a pair of saddle¬
bags, containing many articles of valued us, were lost.
1 he road during the day was the same which we had be-
fore travelled in going to Grand River; the face of the

.?.8enerully Perfectly level, offering to our view
but little of interest until we reached the foot-hills of the
ftAB-WATCu Kangk, which we entered by a narrow val¬
ley, watered by a small rivulet. This we followed up
about twenty miles, the country rapidly improving as we
advanced into the mountains. We crossed the Na-wa-
qua-sitcii below the forks, and followed up its right bank
about two miles. All around us the hills and mountains
were covered with rich verdure; beautiful copses and
groups of trees diversified the scenery, giving it the ap-

peajjance °f a settled country, only wanting dwellings to
render the illusion perfect.
As the grass at this place was rich and nutritious,

timber abundant, and fine streams irrigating every val-
ey, i was selected by Beale for an encampment, where
be would await my return from New Mexico with fresh
supplies. Wagner, Young, Dick Brown, (the Delaware,)
ud ilipe Archilete, jr. would remain with him, and I was

to take Filipe Archilete, sr. (Peg-leg) as guide; and
was also accompanied by those of the party who pre¬
ferred going the longer route to California, via Fort Lara¬
mie and Great Salt Lake, to risking another encounter with
Grand River and the unknown hardships beyond. Day'a
travel 48 miles ; distanoe from Grand River 51 miles.
July 1-.It was not until 8 o'clock that I started from

beale s camp on the Na-va-qva-tiich. He and the men
who remained with him had many letters to write, which
caused some detention. We left Beale with regret, for
who oould foresee what might happen to him and his
small party in this lonely region, particularly as the sea
son was approaching when the Indians would be return¬
ing here from buffalo hunting ? In addition to other
causes for anxioty, we had but a small store- of provi¬
sions, consisting of sour cbrnmeal and coffee, whioh,
when divided between the two parties, gave each barely
enough for throe days' subsistence. The Delaware had
gone out hunting at an early hour, and, as we lost sight
of the camp, we saw him descending a mountain at some
distance with a deer behind his saddle, which he was car¬

rying into Beale'scamp.
The Rio de la Laguna, where we had lost nearly a dav

in crossing our packs, had fallen slightly, and, as we bad
but little that could be injured by water, we rode our
mules across without stopping. At 6 P. M. we reached
RioJaroso, (Willow Creek,) where the trail leading to the
Puerto del <_ arnero (Mountam-eheep Putt) branches off on
the south side from that to the Coo-cha-tope Pass. We
took it, and here commenced ascending a long and nar¬
row gorge, which led us by an easy ascent to the summit
of a hill, where we encamped at 7 P. M. near an abun¬
dant spring. It would be needless repetition to mention
again the luxuriance of the grass which covered the val-
leys, hill-sides, aud mountains, for all through the Sah-
watch range the country maintains the same rich and
fertile character. Our last meal was in the morning, and
com-isted of a ball of dougb, which to some of us bore a

fancied resemblance to the old Virginia hoe-cake. The
soothing effects of this delicious morsel on our stomachs
had for many hours passed away and been forgotten, so

tiiat when we gathered around the camp-fire to partake
of a soup of grouse shot by Peg-leg, nine men more hun¬
gry it would have been difficult to find. We saw during
the day many deer and antelopee, but the only rifle in
the company was Peg-leg's, and it had been so much
damaged as to render it almost useless for a long-shot..
40 miles; 91 miles.

July 2..I passed a miserable night; it wa« eold and
frosty, with a piercing north wind. My saddle-blanket
was the only cover I had, and it was so thin and thread¬
bare that it imparted scarcely any warmth. We saddled
up and started at sunrise, directing our course nearly
duo east. The trail led over a mountain covered with
thick pine forests, interspersed with rich meadows, and
watered by numerous clear rills, until we reached a por¬
tion of the range where a hurricane or whirlwind had,
some years ago, uprooted and strewed in every direction
a forest of tall pine trees. These occasioned us some

trouble in crossing; but we finally got through them, and
commenced a gradual descent on the eastern side of the
range. Peg Leg and I were riding at some distance be¬
fore the rest of the party, when, upon crossing the summit
of a bill, we suddenly found ourselves in the midst of a

Urge flock of tame goats, behind which was a band of
fifty mounted I tabs, to whom they belonged. They im¬
mediately gathered around us and overwhelmed us with
questions; but were civil, and seemed light-hearted and
nierry. Most of the men had good rifles, and their horses
were all in fine condition. My first thought upon meeting
th«s« Indians was the possibility of replenishing our
Hriier with dried meat, and Peg Leg ne sooner informed

t l^m that we had been on short commons for several days
tiian they dismounted, unpacked their animals, and from
their store presented me with a plentiful supply of dried
buffalo, deer, and antelope flesh. Men, women, and chil¬
dren orowded around my mule, each handing me a parcel
of meat; and, although it was apparent that they expect¬
ed nothing in return, I gave them a. good a supply of

i^VDd Passion caps as I could
spare: but noth.ng delighted them as much as a box of

VIV' 7,nf .howed them that h7» ¦imP'e
friction they might produce a blase, their joy was great,

""" "*"d h,d p'rf<,r,"CJ

be disturbed I desired them not to stop, retarding on
*

a

pack anima1 to load with the meat which I had obtained
ith these Indians were many squaws and children.

The former rode astride of the packs, but the boy- 80me
of whom were not more than five years of age were
mounted on spirited horses, which they managed with
much dexterity and grace, and were armed with small
bows and arrows, two of which thev held with the bow in
their left hand ready for servioe. The chiefs urged us to
encamp with them that they might treat us with goats'
milk and have a talk; but I considered it most prudent to
separate from them before any oause of disagreement
should ariee to mar the good understanding that existed
between us ; besides, it was too early in the day for us to
stop 1 told them, however, that in the direction in

Which they were going they would meet some of our
friends whom we had left for a short time, and that on
our return we would bring them tobacco and other pre¬
sents. They promised to treat our friends well, and,
a ter a general shaking of hands, we parted mutually
pleased with each other.
We encamped at noon on a fork of Sah-Watoh creek,

running to the eastward through a broad grassy valley,
iincJ after a rest of two hours resumed our journey. We
had not proceeded far when we noticed at a short dis¬
tance to our right a singular-looking object, which ap¬
peared to be rolling rather than walking over the ground.
On approaching it it proved to be a decrepit Utah squaw,
'lending under the weight of two packs of buffalo robes,
one ot whioh she bore on her shoulders, whilst the other
was suspended in front. She was much terrified when
we galloped towards her, and, although she made a feeble
attempt to fly, her shaking limbs bent under her, and she
sank to the ground paralyzed with fear. We, however,
re-assured her, and got her to explain to us the oause of
her being in this lonely region by herself, Archilete being
interpreter. She told us that three moons previous a

party of her people going to hunt buffaloes had left her
and another old woman in the mountains, as neither of
the latter had horses, and they were unable to keep up
with the band on foot. Sho*fcddtd that they had sub¬
sisted on meat left them by their tribe, and ended by
telling us that she had just buried her companion, who
had died the previous night, and was now on her way to
the summer rendezvous of her people, ladened with her
own and her companion's packs. We informed her that
she would probably overtake a band of Utahs that night
or the next day, and placed her on their trail. She seem¬
ed glad to receive this news, and still more so when we
turned our mules' heads to leave her, though we had
shown her all possible kindness.so hard ia it in them to
believe in the sincerity of white people.
The trail lend over some low hills and down a succes¬

sion of beautiful slopes, running mostly in a southerly
direction, until we entered a narrow winding valley two
and half miles in length by one hundred to two hundred
yards in breadth. It was shut in on each side by per¬
pendicular walls of rock rising from fifty to seventy-five
feet above the level of the valley, whose surface was flat
and carpeted with tender grass. A stream of clear water
meandered through its centre, and the grade was so slight
that the stream, overflowing its banks in many places
moistened its whole surface.
As we descended this beautiful and singular valley we

occasionally passed others of a similar character opening
into it. It ends in Sah-Watch valley, which we entered
about an hour before sunset.
We had here the choice of two routes: the first was

down Sah-Watch valley to its outlet near the head of the
valley of San Luis, which would have taken us over the
same ground -that we had traversed in coming from Fort
Massachusetts; the second crossed Sah-Watch valley
here, passed over a shorter and nearer route, and entered
San Luis valley near where the Garita leaves the moun¬
tains. We selected the last route.

Coochatope Pass enters Sah-Watch valley a mile below
Carnero pass. Crossing Sah-Watch valley, near half a mile
broad, and the creek about ten yards in breadth and
three feet in depth, we travelled up a narrow valley for
a short distance into the hills and encamped at dark. 47
miles; 138 miles.

July 3..During the early part of the night the mos¬

quitoes swarmed around us, but it soon became cold,
which drove them away. We were delayed some time
after sunrise in consequence of most of the mules having
gone astray; they were not recovered until near seven
o'clock, when we resumed our journey. Our course was

generally east, down a succession of valleys, whoso sur¬
face was level and moist, with hills rising abruptly on
either side. We saw a great abundance of game, but
killed nothing but a grouse. These mountains teem with
antelopes and deer.
The valleys down which we travelled, and which open¬

ed into each other like streets, grew gradually broader
as we descended. We finally entered one watered by
Carnero Creek, which joins the GariU in San Luis val¬
ley, and at noon we eucampod a short distance above a

gate or gap thruugh wblch the stream Half a

mile below this gap there is another, ank a quarter of a

mile farther a third; the passage through them is level,
whilst the trail around them is steep and stony. In the
afternoon we went through the ftrat gap, made a circuit
round the second, as it was obstructed with trees, and,
leaving the third on our left, we rode over some low hills,
and five miles from camp crossed the Garita. We were

once more in San Luis valley, and all before us, as far as

the sight could reach, was a perfect level. We encamped
on the Del Xorte as the sun was setting behind the Pass
(Williams's) in which Col. Fremont met with so terrible
a disaster in the winter of 1848-'49 in sight of us, so

near was he to the object of his search.
From the plains this pass appears more practicable

than either the Carnero or the Coochatope Passes ; but
it can be traversed by mules only from the middle of Au¬
gust until the first snows fall early in December. In
spring and until August the River Del Nerte, which flows
from it and is swollen with melting snows, is the princi¬
pal obstruction. This pass is known to the Mexicans as

the " Puerto Del Rio Del Norte," fthe Pass of the Rio Del
Norte,) but Americans call it " William*'* Pat*." Through
it is tne shortest road to Grand River, it being one day
shorter than by the Carnero and two days shorter than
by the Coochatope. The hills, for they cannot be called
mountains, seem broken and rugged, and appear to have
numerous passages between them, whilst the mountains,
in which are found the Carnero and Coochatope Passes,
exhibit from the plains no point where a pass might be
supposed to exist..48 miles; 186 miles.

iuurth of July..We saddled up at early dawn and fol¬
lowed down the left bank of the Jiio Del Norte, crossing
numerous etteron, (sloughs,) until we encamped at 1 P.M.
at the same spot where we had passed the first night out
from Fort Massachusetts. We had made forty-five miles
since morning, and had travelled so rapidly that the pack
animals did not get into camp until an hour later.

Ihis being the anuiversary of our country's birth-day,
and not having sufficient food for more than one meal, we

had dispensed with breakfast in order to celebrate the
occasion at noon with the proper honors. Some bitter
corn-meal and a fek scraps of antelope meat, which had
been so often culled that what remained consisted of
shreds of sinews, constituted our bill of fare. As soon as
the banquet was ended I started with the iuteution of
reaching the settlements on the Culebra that night, a dis¬
tance of about forty miles As a distinct trail led to
these hamlets, the party could follow without a guide. 1
therefore took Peg Leg with me. They were to encamp
that night on Trinchera Creek, a pretty brook five miles
from our noon camp, fringed with willows, and where
they would find abundant pasturage.

After riding eight hours at a steady paoe over a plain,
I arrived at midnight at a small village on the Culebra
inhabited by Mexicans. The night was warm and calm,
and from the Trinchera clouds of mosquitoes filled the air.
Both we and our mules were much fatigued, having tra¬
velled eighty-five miles since morning, after a ride of three
days through the mountains at the rate of from forty to
forty-eight miles each day.

1 was invited into one of the Jiute, where a couple of
women commenced at one baking tortillat (thin cakes
of dongb baked on a piece of sheet iron) and boiling
goat's milk with salt. A sheep was killed and a plenti¬
ful supply of tortilla* baked to be ready for our party in
the morning, and I directed one of the Mexicans to start at
early dawn to meet and guide them in.
My blanket was spread on the floor near the fire-place,

though I was invited to share a bed made of hides stretch¬
ed on a rough frame and filling two-thirds of the room,
already occupied by three men, two women, two girls,
and four children, all more or less en d/*habille..66
miles; 271 miles.
July 6..Before daybreak the house was invaded by

lambs, kids, and pigs, Bnd all further attempts at sleep
were vain. I rose and rode to the upper hamlets on the
Culebra, where thore is excellent grazing. The valley
here spreads out in a meadow, a perfect sea of verdure,
several thousand acres in extent, on which were numer¬
ous herds of cattle and horses. The whole valley of the
Culebra is at times rendered almost uninhabitable by the
mosquitoes, whioh are particularly troublesome around
the lower settlements, and the natives keep up constant
fires, in the smoke of which both themselves and their
cattle seek protection against the common enemy.

Having concluded the necessary arrangements for leav¬
ing at this pasturage the animals we had brought with us

from the Na-wa-qua-sitch, 1 started with Filipe on hired
horses for the Corttlln, twenty miles distant, where we

passed the night. Cortilla (Little Rib) -oreek has Its
source in the Sanyre dr Cruto mountains, on the east of
the valley of the Rio del Norte, into whioh its waters flow.
On its banks are numerous farms, which are skilfully irri¬
gated, but in other reepeots are cultivated very oarelese-
ly by the Mexicans; however, their orops, consisting of
wheat, oorn, beans, and peas, gave promise of better re-
suite than those on the Cultbra. The settlements are
new, the house* well built of adobe*, and the people quiet

weilthtUl"SU8' TLey a,re mo8tly l'eoni (bondmei) to
weiilthy landowners reading in Taos, and but few own

Iheir°nli »6hC iVAtB-- They eujoy the blessing, d<#ied
ueighbors, of being entirely exempt from thoTni-

noyance of mosquitoes, for those exposed 3tlntly.his evil can alone form a conception of the misery iToc
casiona.20 miles ; 291 miles.

7

July 6 .To secure an early start and to prevent our

beiT/en^T 1tre8^)awsiuK ul,on tbu cultivated fields, lone
b ng enclosed, a man was engaged to watch them wlilat
allowed*to g the Dight: but' Lorse h'^ing leu
al owed to escape, it was not until after sunrise tilt I
oould procure another. A ride of twenty-two miles broXht
us to the Little Colorado, (Red river,) our road takings
d^'nf hVma11 HtreamH' {Las LadiUas,) on the t>r-
PolnJ I/ Werf ext®n«v« Bheep ranchos. The Little

ihioh ?«°, " f0me(l bj thC UDion of two ftbundant stress
which issue from deep cafionsin lofty and abruptly risiW
t?" ?,8' . T.he valle^ of tbe kittle Colorado is abXt
Tololr? . ugUl by °ne in breadth, and the Little
Celerado river, having passed it. flows through a deep I
channel on the plain and unites tattivrters to the Del

pltl-° prc,3enta * most bMtH(ful view, being1
dtwaiduntly oulti*«*ed by means of aoequias, (canals;)
eveipracre of it is under cultivation. The village of the
Little Colorado consist* of one hundred adobe houses
built to form a quadrangle, with their doors and windows
presenting upon the square inside.
. ^r' Cb.^rle.8 Oterbies, a Miasourian, long domiciliated
in New Mexico, invited me to his house and procured me
a fresh horse, as the one I had ridden from the Cortilla
(a distance of twenty-two milts) in two hours and a half-
had broken dowu. I left Little Colorado at noon, and
travelling twelve miles across a mountain over a rough
and thorney road, I reached the Mo Hondo, (Deep creek )
which is so called from its channel being sunk in many
places far below the level of the plain; for the stream
itself is neither deep nor broad. I here engaged a young
American, Thomas Otervies, to go with us to California
he having a reputation almost equal to Kit Carson's for
bravery, dexterity with his rifle, and skill in mountain

-1 al8° purchased a mule to replace my unshod and
sore-footed horse, and rode to Taos, nine miles beyond
where I arrived at 3 P. M., the road leading across a level
plain.
The Senora Saint Vruin received me hospitably. Mr

Saint Vrain, for whom I had a letter, being absent from
laos I immediately called on Mr. Leroux, who had a
few days previous returned from Fort Atkinson in im¬
proved health. Making known to him the accident we
had met with at Grand River and stating our wants I
obtained, with his assistance, the supplies we needed

* hldes were procured and sewed together, to be used
as boats for crossing rivers. Corn was parched to
make Plnole, parched and pounded cornmeal was sweeten¬
ed, and coffee was roasted, &c.
San Fernando de Taos presents a poor appearance; its

low earth-colored houses, scattered irregularly about
look dmgy and squalid, though within many of them are

comfortable; and they are all adapted to the climate,
lo the southward and eastward are high and well-tim¬
bered mountains. The town is surrounded with unin-
closed fields, very fertile when irrigated, and the Taos
wheat originally obtained from the Moh hah-ve Indians
who obtained it from the California missions, has obtain¬
ed a wide reputation. In the vicinity of San F. de Taos
are several hamlets.the Pueblo de Taos, inhabited by
' 8

i ^°fj fn<^aD8> a quiet and inoffensive race, and
good held laborers; La l'laceia de Taot, El Rancko, El
Kanekilo, Slc. Six miles to the southwest is a United
States dragoon camp, from which the troops were absent,
I 'li H marched to Ab*equen in consequence of
troubles with ^he Navajo Indians..43 miles ; 333 miles.
Return from Taot to the EastFork of the Great Colorado ;
and we now measure the distances back from Taos.
July 11.Having concluded my purchases, which de¬

layed us longer than had been expected, (for every thine
had to be made or prepared for our use,) I sent off late
on the 8th a wagon containing the supplies and two men
with the mules, to meet we at the Culebra, where I would
overtake them. th« next day 1 passwd ""n-
Little Colorado on the 10th, and arrived at the Culebra a

day ahead of my party. Vrom the time of our arrival in
laos .. 1 eg-Leg ' had been burrounded by his friends and
boon companions, relating to them his late exploits at

J*" River. His frequent libations to Bacchus in wretch¬
ed Taos brandy had rendered him incapable of keeping
his seat on horseback. I left him practicing the Apache
war-whoop in the square of Taos, and did not sec him
again until the wagon and men had arrived at the Cule¬
bra, and I was prepared to depart. He then made his
appearance, looking very sick, unhappy, and repentant.
The men I had hired were Thomas Otterby, Jostf Galli-

ego, an old mountaineer who had been to California with
< olonel Iremont, and was well recommended as guide
and " bull-hult boat buildsr," and Juan Cordova, a Mexi¬
can arriero, (muleteer.) We numbered in all five.

Messrs. Riggs & Rogers with their party remained at
Taos, mten.j i!g to pursue their journey to California vta
Fort Laramre and Great Salt Lake.
We saddled up shortly before sunset, and encamped

nine miles below the Culebra to get our packs in order
ror an early hour in the morrow. The first day with a
train of pack mules is always a troublesome one. The
animals are new, the men have not learned their disposi¬
tions and qualities, the harness does not fit, and numerous
changes are necessary which occasion delay. My dav's
ride was 72 milee back from Taos.

July 12..Raised camp at live and travelled until noon
when wc encamped on the slough of the Del Norte where
we had already been three times. - We fortunately had
hlled our leather water-bottles at the Trincbera, for we
found the water here no longer drinkable. The sun was

intensely hot, and our old friends, the mosquitoes, did not
fail to find us out. We stopped for the night ou the Del
Norte, and shot several wild geese, which we found here
in great numbers..61 miles; 123 miles.

July 13..Although I was often up during the night
looking after tnc mules and had them all picketed in
thick grass, three of them succeeded in drawing their
picket-pins and went off in the direction of Fort Maasa-
chusetu. After a chase of ten miles they were brought
back, and we started at 6 80 A.M. We encamped on the
Qarita, where I had only intended to rest the animals for
a couple of hours; but as it commenced raining, and fear¬
ing the packs might get damaged, we concluded to pass
the night here, and housed every thing under the ox-hides.
A party of Mexicau CiboUros, (buffalo hunters,) going to
hunt buffalo on tbe Upper Arkansas, encamped near us
49 miles, (day's travel;) 172 miles from Taos.

14-~We *u»rd during the night, as we saw
much fresh sign of Indians, and our animals were inclin¬
ed to stray. It rained most of the night. Raised camp
at sunrise, and, without stopping, we travelled through
the Carnero Pass to Sab-Watch valley, near which we en¬
camped before sunset .69 miles; 231 miles

Jul*r 15..We travelled steadily all day with the excep-

n. ort rest Bt DOOn. and cncamped at night on a
small nil running into the Jmroso, (Willow Creek 1.68
miles; 284 miles.

'

July 10..We started at dawn, crossed the Rio de la
Laguna without unpacking, as it* waters had fallen, and
at 2 P.M. we met Harry Voung, whom Bealo had sent to
guide us to his camp on tbe Savoya Creek, to which he
had moved during my absence. We found Beale and his
small party all well and anxiously expecting us. Their
camp was surrounded by a considerable number of Utahs

SmhVL WKh°m.!. " tb" Bl"ne we hmd m«t near
sab-Watch on the 2d of July.
Soon after we got into camp Beale dispatched Wagner

and Galhego to Grand River with the bull-hides, direct-
ing thern to make a boat should they fail in finding a ford,
and a little later we encamped on the Nawaquasiteb. so
as to make an early start on the morrow and reach Graud
River before night..48 miles ; 882 miles from Taos.

Mr. Braie't Separate Journal during my Vovaqe
to Taos and back.

Mr. Bkalb commences his Journal on the day that I
we parted, with the reasons for sending back, snd the
names of those who went and of those who staid with
him :

.
J,d* '' 186»--Rogers, Riggs, Cosgrove, George, Do-1
m«nt«U ? I*ft u" return to the settle-1
ments, and go thence by Halt Lake to California. This
was on *oc«unt of one of oui party, whom I did not think
oould stand the further hardships of the journey. Har-

I! *. ?P<I ^rch,,ot* WPnt in »I«o to show them
the nearest road and guide them to Taos, and get sup-

j.
°*mp twait the return of Heap

m w R
with me the Delaware,

8P*m«h boy, Harry Young, and Wagner.
Nothing to est in camp; sent the Delaware out to hunt,
and we oommenoe a house. About nine Dick returned
I h' ,?; finl"hed th* bou8*; "ick with dysentery.
We find the venison good, it being the first meat or food
of any kind, exoept cornmeal and water, we have had for

July 2..Weather pleasant; mosquitoes abundant, but
not troublesome ; washed the two dirty shirts which com-
ose iny wardrobe. No signs of Indian*, and begin to
ope wo shall not be troubled with theui. Nevertheless,

keep the friyht medicine* at hand and the guns ready.Grass abundant and good, animals thriving; killed an elk;dried some meat; still Hick.
July 8..Employed the day in drying the meat killed

yesterday. Weather very hot; but for the sunshine one
would suppose it to be snowing, the air being filled with
light fleeces like snow-flakes from the cottonwood. The
oreek is falling, but slowly. Time drags very heavily ;three days gone, however, and nine remain; twelve daysb«ing the time allotted to go and return from Taos.1. July 4..Celebrated the day by eating our two last cupsof pinole ; telt highly excited by it. Henceforth we go it
00 tobacco and dried meat. The Delaware killed a doe,tolerably fat; dried the meat; still sick; bathed in creek ;found the water excessively oold, but felt much refreshed
and better after the bath, besides having killed an hour
by rtry important item.

July S .To-day \re Killed only a rabbit. The day Has
been somewhat cool, though the evening is dry and sul¬
try and

^

the mosquitoes much more troublesome than
usual. Took a bath, which seems to give me relief from
my malady, which, thank God, is no worse. We hope that
our men have reached Taos this evening.July b..To-day ^as been cloudy, with rain in the
mountains all aroun4 us, though but a few scattering
drops have reached th« valley. We all oomplain this even¬
ing of great woakness a*d entire lack of energy, with dizzi¬
ness in the head, and do not know from what cause it pro¬ceeds. The bath in the «reek has not had its usual in¬
vigorating effeot; mosquitoes very troublesome ; made a
little soup in a tin box and found it tolerable.

July 7..For the last t*o days we have killed nothing.
This evening we had quits a shower of rain ; started to
take a long walk, but broke down very soon, being too
weak to go far. I find my sickness worse to-day, but it is
the least of my anxieties. Would to God 1 had none other!
Took the usual evening bath in the creek, which has
slightly fallen during the day, and the water not quite so
cold, which encourages m& to hope that the 6upply of snow
in the mountains is nearly exhausted.

July 8..This morning our anxieties from Indians have
commenced. At ten o'clock three of them rode into camp,and shortly afterwards some dozen more.

July 9..Yesterday, after the Indians arrived, I gave
them what little tobacco we could spare and some of our
small stock of dried elk meat. After eating and smoking
for awhile they insisted on my accompanying them to
their camp, whick was some ten miles off. I explained to
them as well as I could who I was.

Knowing that it is best always to act boldly with In¬
dians, as if you felt no fear whatever, I armed myself and
started with them. Our road for a mile or two led over
a barren plain, thickly covered with grease wood, but we
soon struck the b»se of the mountain, where the firm rich
mountain grass swept our saddle girths as we cantered
over it. We croised a considerable mountain covered
with timber aud grass, and near the summit of which was

quite a cluster of Bmall, but very clear and apparently
deep lakes. They were not more than an acre or two iu
size, and some not even that, but surrounded by luxuriant
grass and perched away up on the mountain, with fine
timber quite near them. It was the most beautiful scene¬
ry in the world; it formed quite a hunter's paradise, for
deer and elk bounded off from us as we approached, and
then stood within rifle-shot, looking back in astonishment.
A few hours' ride brought us to the Indian camp; and I
wish here I could describe the beauty of the charmingvalley in which they lived. It was small, probably not
more than five miles wide by fifteen long, but surrounded
on all sides by the boldest mountains, covered to their
summits with alternate patches of timber and grass, giv¬
ing it the appearance of having been regularly laid off in
small farms. Through the centre a fine bold stream, pro¬
bably three feet deep by forty wide, watered the meadow
land, and gave the last touch which the valley required
to make it the most beautiful 1 had ever utn. Hundreds
of hotaesaad w.« footing on ttio niutulow and bill- I
aides, and the ludian lodges with the women and chil¬
dren standing in front of them to look at tbe approaching
stranger, strongly reminded me of the old patriarchal
time*, when flocks aud herds made the wealth and happi¬
ness of the people, Mad a tent was as good as a palace. I
waa conducted to the lodge of the chief, an old and infirm
man, who welcomed me kindly, and told me his young
men had told him I had given of my small store to them,
and to "fit in peace."

1 brought out my pipe, filled it, and we smoked to¬
gether. In about fifteen minutes a squaw brought in two
large wooden platters, containing some very fat deer
meat and some boiled corn, to which I did ample justice.
After this followed a dish which one must have been
two weeks withont bread to have appreciated as I did.
Never at the tables of the wealthiest in Washington did I
find a dish which appeared to me so perfectly without a

parallel. It was some cornmeal boiled in goats' milk,
with a little elk fat. I think 1 certainly eat near half a

peck of this delicious atole, and then stopped, not be¬
cause I had enough, but because I had" scraped the dish
dry with my fingers, add lioked them as long as the small¬
est particle remained, which is "manners" among In¬
dians, and also among Arabs. Eat all they give you, or

get somebody to do it for you, is to honor the hospitality
you receive. To leave any is a slight. I needed not the
rule to make me eat all.

After this we smoked again, and when about to start I
found a large bag of dried meat and a peck of corn put
up for me to take to my people.

Bidding a friendly good-bye to my hosts, and dividing
among them about a pound of tobacco and two handker¬
chiefs, and giving the old chief the battered remains of a
small leaden picayune looking-glass, I mounted my mule
to return. The sun was jnst setting when I started, and
before reaching the summit of the mountain it was quite
dark. As there was no road and the creeks very dark in
the bottoms, I had a most toilsome time of it. At one
creek, which I reached after very great difficulty in get¬
ting through the thick and almost impenetrable under¬
growth, it was so dark that I could *ee nothing; but,
trusting to luck, I jumped my mule off the bank and
brought up in water nearly covering my saddle. Getting
in was bad enough, but coming out was worse; for, find¬
ing the banks high on the other side, I was obliged to
follow down the stream for half a mile or more, not know¬
ing when I should be swimming, until I suoceeded with
great difficulty in getting out through the tangled bush-
wood on the opposite side. I arrived at camp late at
night, and found my men very anxiously awaiting my re¬
turn, having almost concluded to give me up and to think
1 had lost my " hair." A little rain.

July 11..To-day I raised camp and went over to the
valley of the Savoya, near my Indian neighbors. The
more I see of this valley the more I am delighted with it.
I cannot say how it may be in winter, but at this time it
is certainly the most beautiful valley, and the richest in
grass, wood, soil, and water, I have ever seen. The Dela¬
ware bronght into camp last evening a small deer alive
whioh he had caught in the mount«ins. It was a beauti¬
ful creature, but esoaped in the night. >

Juty 12..Went out this morning with tbe Indians to
hunt. They lent me a fine horse; but God forbid that I
should ever huut with such Indians again! I thought I
had seen something of rongh riding before ; but all my ex¬

perience laded before that of the feats of to-day. 8ome
places which wn ascended and descended it seemed to roe
that even a wild cat eould hardly have passed over; and
yet their active and thoroughly well-trained horses took
them as part of the sport, and never made a misstep or
blunder during the entire day. We killed three antelopes
and a young deer. Yesterday an Indian, while sitting at
our camp, broke the mainspring of his rifle lock. His
distress was beyond any thing within the power of de-
scription. To him it was everything. The " corn, wine,
and oil" of hia family depended on it, and he sat for an
hour looking npon the wreck of his fortune In perfect
despair. He appeare I so much oast down by it that at
last I went into our lodge and brought my rifle, which I
gave him to replace the broken one. At first he could not
realize it, but as the truth gradually broke upon him his
joy became so great that h* eould scarce control himself;
and when he returned that night he was the happiest man
I have seen for many a day. It was a first-class rifle one
of those made for me by the famous Hawkens, of ft.
Louis.
These Indians are all well armed and mounted, and the

very best shots and hunters. Our revolvers seem, how¬
ever, to be a never-failing source of astonishment to them,
and they are never tired of examining them. Yesterday
I allowed them to fire two of ours at a mark at thirty
paces. They shot admirably well, putting all the shots
within a spaoe of the small mark, size of a half dollar,)
and hitting it several times. A rainy day.

July 18..To-day has been showery, and the evening
. Our medietas chest had been Intended for a lady's use,

and contained a bottle of anodyne drops, labelled with the fol¬
lowing directions: " Three drops to allay palpitations of the
heart occasioned by fright."

Our enTw/nn P'on"«ng more raia during the night,
of the viillcv (I

^ urn,°. conijtantly to the opposite side
oi wevalley, down which the road winds bv which we

expect our companions from Taos. -

*

my XlelffeX^r ^ m°8t and anxious of

K oodiUuUv««.V am tthnoBt cr»^ w^h think-

trous result whi< h fli? 8, ,,Ject' ,in(* the probable disas-

California.
° W J ma^ bavo 0Q my business in

" Stone walls do not a prison make,
Nor iron bar* a cagu;The heart thai is oontent will tako
.these for a hermitage."

God knows I have done all for the best and with tl.«
est intentions. A great many Indians came into the val

ley Una evening. Ten lodges in all which witfc th.Tr
teen already here, and more on the road, make up'a pret¬
ty large band, killed an antelope. Last two niirhts have

niX U r*1 blauk«t8'a?d e*Pect the same to-night. Last

ixasxsu-ss TLes^h L

reacb^rt! .

V1UW'
.

asoendiug the mountain and

i,rtiri«f i
8ummlt, 1 ^und it a vast pluteau of rolling

7lth th0 m08t beautiful grass anS
wo^ld be To ?1p \ Home,Places the g.wth of timber
would be go dense as to render riding through it iraDos

bre&kTntohfti "ft*! diffi("JltJr' whiIe other., it would

acreif oi moro^f 0pen glades'le,lvinK 3Pace«ofa hundred
i i

o' open prairie, with groups of trees look-

self bv nl r ^8ume we»l^y planter hud amused him-

SnrinL i gK T exPress1^ to beautify his grounds
SamU atreau,s intersected

the whole plateau In fact, it was an immense natural

inJ * £ / flto?ked with deer "id elk, and only requir¬
ing a fence to make it an estate for a king. Directly op¬
posite, to the south, is another mountain iu every respect

.m,Ujr,^ our .ll., ... beautiru, . m(i th/.S
U'°m- 'a". took a long ride od

J i t jUI" lonK"exPecled companions. I did
not meet them and returned disappointed, worried, and
more anxious than ever.

/""jrio.This has been a great day for our Indian
leighbors. 7 wo different bands of the same tribe have
met and a great contest is going on to prove wliich has
the best horses. They have been at it since the morn¬

ing, and many a buckskin has changed hands. The
orses are all handsome, and run remarkably well. We

have had more than fifty races ; a surfeit of them, if such
a thing as a surfeit of horse-racing is possible.
nmll .n ~H|*f# " last' This morDin6l saddled my
lule to go and hunt up our expected companions. I had

? igM ? T 1 met about Indians, from whom
I could learn nothing of them, and was beginning to de-
'Pair' *he° 1 ,met ,a J008® mule, and, as I knew it was not
one of the Indiana , 1 concluded it must belong to some of

FiHn«0IDih D? m' Q°[Ilg 0Ii a mile or two further I met

'£ffi T - 3* t lUt ,leaPa°J ^e others were just
, ; I ^mediately returned to camp to get dinner
eady for them, so that we might go on this evening to

''?"SVfllere terminates the most unpleasant
sixteen days of my life; but for this beautiful couniry to
ook at and explore I think I should have gone crazy. The
time seemed endless to me, but my zealous comrades had
not unnecessarily lengthened it, for they had averaged

n?lle" a da7 during the double journey, (going and
coming.) and that through the whole mass of mountains
which lie between the Upper Del Norte and the Grand

Gu'/of Ciiiforai*6 G"" C"1""10 (Red """» " **

Here ends Mr. Bialk's separate journal.

LEGISLATURE OF VIRGINIA.

ki j'10 State of Vir^ui* assem¬
bled at Richmond on Monday last. Euuh House
wan organized by the re-appointment of the old offi-

With th»« exception oi the Sergeaut-*t Arms of
the Senate, who was not a candidate for re «iectiou.
Tht Message of Governor Johnson was commu¬

nicated to both Hounce. We make a few extract*

th°emElnqu^^ary °f iU ContenU which in

" "lhe finances of the State are represented to be ' in a

prosperous condition,' insomuch that < the present rate of
tax, with the productive stocks held by the State will be
found sufficient to meet all her engagements.' The ag¬
gregate outstanding public debt on the 30th of Septem¬
ber last, the termination of the fiscal year, was 18,041,776
th°I Sti't ' °f the Pr°ductive investments of
the State is $8,-.t>6,l<l. Deduct this amount from the

<i^na^r°U^UDd'n? debt> a,ui » balance of
.V. -U of unproductive stocks. Subscriptions, ap-

StlT/n' h°|MV J?' autborile<1 b7 l»» render the

Li il t '.f T aU a ldlt,onal su® of $7,760,739, which,
added to the above amount of $9,9>'0,1'75, will exhibit an

a/gregate of indebtedness and liability, over and above
pro.luct,ve stock, of $17,671,014. And if we add this

to the amount of productive stock, to wit, $8 -'66 171

lT^-1 . .to-*not-*, Kraud tolal of outstanding debt and
a ty U $-5,98<,186. Moreover, the Sute is subject

to a contmgaU liability for 42,910,080-being the amount
of subscription to companies of whose organization no in-
fsrmat'on has been received. It thus appears that the
whole debt of the State, exclusive of productive invest¬
ment- amounts to *20,f>81,094, or to $1»8,847,266 if we
include the amount of productive investment. Hut the
amount of unproductive debt, to wit, $19,196 054 is
small in comparison with the resources of the State The
auditor of public accounts estimates the value of proper
ty in the State at *600,000,000. The revenue to be raised
tor the support of government, including the payment of
interest on the entire debt, is but *2,000,000 ; so that an

;i'ia7 Uxat th' ra*e of thirty-five cents in the hun
dred dollars will suffice for the demand. If we exclude
rom the calculation the amount of property exempt from
taxation.estimated at a third of the whole.the rate of

, "Var" r*m*lning $400,000,000 will be in the propor¬
tion of fifty cents to the hundred dollars. But, as the
Sute derives about half of her revenue fr«m other sour

C.*\U| manir®8t th*t a much less proportion in the hun¬
dred dollars will be required-not more, it is believed,
.¦
*" f°tT. ,

amount- In enumerating the liabili-
s or the Sute no account is uken of the literary fund

that being regarded . M a debt from the State to iUelf'

$1,60^802 # "piUl °f thC Utenr7 fund 18

The receipu into the Treasury during the last fiscal
year, including the balance on band, were $1,969,877.
am the expenditures for the same period were $1,778,018

I u"exP*»ded balance in the Treasury of
*l»6,-..»9. It is estimated that the receipU for the cur¬
rent year will amount to $2,(KM),000, and that the expen-

or 8anae P«riod will about equal the receipU.
. i! Tb« m«»«*ge states that a large increase of crime ha*
taken place in the Sute since 1847. This is attributed
m part to the operation of the new code, and it is sug.
gested that the rntmmum term of confinement in the peni¬
tentiary be restored to three years. The proportion of
cniae between whites ami free nc-roes is as one to nsuf.

'*ft confirms the opinion expressed in a former mes¬
sage that measures should be adopted to remove the

Th^ K
growing evil' of our free negro population.

I he labors of the 'colonixation board' are commended
out, at best, it is thought they can only remove the an-1
nual increase in the free negro population, leaving the
original number of 55,000 free negroes in the Hute

" A large portion of the message is devoted to i con-

.of the internal improvement system of the
^tate. It is manifest that the Governor regards the svs
tem with much favor, aud anticipates from iUoompletfon
the development of the vast resources of the State The
system is pushed forward with ©ommendable ener*. and
it is thought that the new Board of Public Works wUI in,

recommends an appropriation sufficient to complete the
ffrmt l,ad nyUn» of railway at the earliest T.s,b£ t
nod.deferring any expenditure on coWofera/Vorks uJftil
Tr*'asu^8trUCU0n 8ba11 inT°lT" no emb»rrassment of the

" The message repeats a previous rwommendation that
some point at or near Clifton Forge be selectJd as the

XT***- of the James Rive?and Kanawha tan^l
and-

'

cas7of°[h?Ummoninr °f prin°ip,e iBT0,Ted in th«

STdiwi. S?, ?w' f* hM 0rdered an aPP^l from

MMb« T ^l0T 10 th« Supreme Court of

the emi.lovriiP. i r provision bemads for

cessl^v e,^n °[.°°!in*el Md for the PaJ«entof the ne
cessary expenses that may be incurredV

hi^n,nIWr8 rf^h^ N#lr few days since on

InJiT. °m.th* Cherokec Nation. He Sports the
very quiet, no disturbance having

oocurred for some time.
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